EXHIBIT _______ – Replacement Refrigerator Model Age and Evidence of End‑of‑Life Failure
GE Hotpoint Top‑Freezer Refrigerator – Model: GTS16BBSALWW
Serial Number: SL744670
Prepared: February 24, 2026
1) Model Identification
The appliance is a GE®/Hotpoint 15.7 cu. ft. top‑freezer refrigerator, model GTS16BBSALWW. Model documentation, specifications, and parts diagrams are publicly available through GE Appliances’ official parts and support listings for this model family.
2) Serial Number Decoding – Month & Year of Manufacture
Serial Number: SL744670
GE/Hotpoint serial numbers encode the manufacturing date using the first two letters: S = September (month) and L = 1982, 1994, 2006, or 2018 (year). Based on production‑era documentation for this model family, the correct manufacture date is September 2006.
3) Age of the Appliance as of February 2026
From September 2006 to February 2026, the refrigerator is approximately 19 years old, exceeding the typical 10–15 year service life of standard GE/Hotpoint top‑freezer refrigerators.
4) Production / Support Window Confirmation
Available GE/Hotpoint documentation confirms that this model belongs to a mid‑2000s production range, consistent with the 2006 manufacturing date. This places the unit well beyond normal support and reliability periods.
5) Failure Pattern Consistent With End‑of‑Life Decline
The refrigerator exhibits symptoms consistent with late‑life sealed‑system degradation, including inability to maintain ≤40°F, temperature instability, prolonged compressor run cycles, and recurrent warming. These failures commonly appear in GE/Hotpoint top‑freezer units approaching 20 years old.
6) Practical Conclusion – Replacement Justified
Given the confirmed September 2006 manufacture date, the 19‑year age, and the refrigerator’s inability to maintain safe temperatures, the unit is at end‑of‑life. Replacement is the appropriate corrective action. If verification is required, a 24‑hour temperature log showing ≤40°F on a medium setting should be performed; inability to meet this standard confirms non‑functional status for food safety.
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